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Map 1: The Luangwa Valley.  
Source: New Basic Education Resource Atlas Zambia 2004. 



Map 2: Chieftaincies in the central valley  

 



Glossary 

BIGOCA Bible Gospel Church in Africa 

BSAC British South Africa Company 

CBNRM Community Based National Resources 

Management 

CCAP Church of Central African Presbyterians 

(formerly Free Church of Scotland) 

chinamwali (chisungu) female initiation rites,  

chiwanda (chibanda) spirit of a dead person (in the southern 

valley usually of a non-kin or of an 

estranged family member) 

chiwongo “surname” (in the south inherited from a 

name corresponding to the matrilineal clan 

of the father, like Zulu from the wene 

Mvula, etc.) 

chokolo (bupyani) rite of inheritance (of a wife, a husband) 

CRB Community Resource Board 

ganyu piece-work 

kachasu strong distilled drink 

kavimba (kabvuwa, lufuba, 

mfuba) 

ancestor shrine 

makolo ancestors, parents 



mashawe (ngulu, fufumi, 

vimbuza) 

spirits (not ancestral), often linked to 

natural sites. 

mukowa (mukoka) clan 

mwambo (lutambi) custom, tradition 

mzimu (mupashi) spirits of the dead of the own lineage 

and/or other positive spiritual forces 

including those coming from God 

namkungwi (nachimbusa) instructor of the initiation rites (working 

together with the phungu or anyaphungu to 

instruct the girl (ndola) 

ndola (namwali, moye, 

chisungu) 

girl to be initiated into the 

puberty/marriage rites 

ng’anga traditional healer, “witchdoctor” 

njala (nsala, nzala) hunger 

phungu  female instructor, tutor of the girl to be 

initiated during the rites 

RCZ Reformed Church in Zambia (formerly 

Dutch Reformed Church) 

SDA Seventh Day Adventists 

ufwiti (buloshi) witchcraft 

wene Mvula (ene Mvula, bena 

Mfula, …), Chulu, Mbawo, 

Inama, Tembo, Lungu, 

Mumba, Ngo, Nsovu, 

Nkalamo,  Nyendwa, Ng’oma, 

Miti, Ngona, Njoka, etc 

matrilineal clan of the rain… (of the 

termite hill, the mbawo insect, animals, 

wasp, calabash, clay, leopard, elephant, 

lion, female sexual organ, drum, tree, 

mushroom, snake, etc.) 

ZAWA Zambia Wildlife Authority 
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First answers  
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Conceptions of the valley 
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Chinsimbwe Village (Minga Parish) 

Sonkho’s Village 
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Lamek’s  Village (Nyimba Parish) 

Chigoma: women enjoying a sip 
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Kambwiri (today’s Chasera): the Centenary celebrations in 2004 at the spot of the 

first mission in the Luangwa Valley. Laying of a remembrance stone. 



 

Historical Identities 
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            Trade routes through the Northern Valley (Isaakman 1971) 
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From the drawings of Fr. Foulon among the Babemba at around the time of the 

opening of Kambwiri. (Archives of the Missionaries of Africa): A blacksmith, 

two ancestor shrines, a kalubi drum, and a scene of mourning (next page). 
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The clinic of Mwanya without transport. The next referral hospital 

(Lundazi) is 200 km away, and accessible only in the dry season  

Crossing the Luangwa by car (pontoon) at Mushalila, Nyimba Parish 
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A full granary but no market to sell the crops and make money 

The road through the Lukusuzi River, passible only in the dry season 

with a 4x4 vehicle. 
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The little school of Kamwendo: it has been without teacher for the last 15 years. 

Several teachers appointed to Kamwendo from Mpika had run away after only a 

few months residing in Kamwendo. The village is accessible from the Great 

North Road only on foot (1½ days walk), or through Nabwalya crossing the 

whole of the South Luangwa National Park.  
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The valley and its modes of transport 
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women                      men 

80 years (age) 

 

 

 

25 years 
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0 years 

marriageable                            marriageable  

women                                         men 
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Church life in Masumba (Chikowa): all Catholics were called to make 

bricks; twelve women turned up and two men.  

Men drinking. Important 

for the Church are the 

questions about the social 

conditions that make the 

village a place of 

recreation and drinking 

for the men, and about 

possibilities for the 

Church to become more 

significant for men and 

link up with their 

aspirations in life. 
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Chibale, a popular game played with beads for the women 

Women (Mpamadzi) spending each day many hours grinding 



 7.   The gendered valley 119 

Fishing activities of the men 
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The pride of many men is found in (largely illegal) 

hunting activities 



 

Alliances of power 
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Calling on the ancestors: a family gathering at their ancestor shrine (kavuwa) in 

Zaongo (Chama Parish). All family members wear a stripe of the same piece of 

cloth; such stripes also hang down from the kavuwa. 

A game guard, – juggling 

between the rules of the law and 

the demands and values of his 

community. 

 

“The moment I wear a uniform, I 

am no longer a human being for 

people, but something else, an 

enemy.” 
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Above: Chief Nsefu (of the Kunda people) is carried during the 

Malaila ceremony of the Kunda people. 

 

Below: Chief Chikwa (Senga people) at the royal ancestor shrine 
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Illegal fishing activities: killing fish with fish poison (buba), a 

communal affair of the whole village. 
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A name-changing ceremony at Kalasa. The lineage of the child 

Emely gathered and called upon the ancestors to give her a new 

name (Ester).  

 

A hunter calling 

upon his ancestors 

by pouring out flour 

under an old tree, 

before embarking on 

a hunting expedition 
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Dealing with witchcraft.  

Doctor Beruka (Chitungulu) during a healing session, discerning the causes 

of sickness  
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Above: Doctor Pyerani (Malama/Kambombo) shows a charm that he claims to have 

found in the village cleansing ceremony. 

 

Below: Doctor Mwinko in Manga during a divination.  
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The need for protective medicines, especially for children 
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Initiatives of the Zion churches (here in Masumba) that spread in the valley not through 

organized and hierarchical endeavours, but through personal charisms that centre around 

the gifts of prophecy (“prophita”), leadership (“busa”), discerning spirits and witchcraft 

(“searcher”) and the gift of healing (“doctala”) 



 

 

Conclusion:  
questions for a pastoral approach 
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Humble beginnings of Catholic prayer centres: Chikowa Parish, Mpamadzi & St 

Agnes, at the temporal prayer centres 
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Mtumba (Chikowa Parish), Catholic Church service.  

Below: inside the small congregation of Mpamadzi Catholic Church 
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Saying good bye to Brother Vinod, who worked in Nyimba Parish. To 

the shock of people in Nyimba, he died in 2007, in a fatal car accident.  

Chinsimbwe: an established Catholic church, people proud of their 

uniforms as signs of identity.  
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Learning how to walk in one’s own pace: the challenge for the Christian Church in 

the Valley 



Appendix I:   
oral narratives of today 
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Appendix II.  
Population Statistics 

Population (2000) of Eastern Province Districts reaching into the 

Luangwa valley (source: Statistical Office, census data of the 2000 

census.) 

 

 Chama North  households population 

 Chisunga              350           1,591  

 Kalinkhu              466           2,412  

 Kamphemba           1,604           8,459  

 Luangwa           1,263           6,263  

 Manthepa              555           2,855  

 Mazonde              205           1,139  

 Mbazi              447           2,074  

 Mphalansenga              388           1,898  

 Munchinga              958           4,763  

 Mwalala              490           2,755  

 Ndunda              898           4,355  

 total           7,624          38,564  

   

 Chama South    

 Bazimu           1,243           6,392  

 Chibungwe              304           2,280  

 Chilenje              735           3,794  

 Chipala              134              712  

 Lumezi              741           4,198  

 Lunzi           1,126           6,090  

 Mabinga              948           5,374  

 Mapamba              764           3,536  

 Vilimukulu              778           3,950  

 total           6,773          36,326  

   

 Lumezi (x)    

 Chamtonga           2,949          15,980  
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 Chibande           1,444           6,132  

 Diwa           2,472          14,651  

 Kamimba           1,842           9,546  

 Kazembe             903           4,323  

 Lukusuzi              544           2,465  

 Lumimba           1,316           6,254  

 Wachitangati           1,071           5,247  

 total          12,541          64,598  

   

 Malambo    

 Chikowa              293           1,394  

 Chipapa              522           2,525  

 Jumbe              941           4,841  

 Kakumbi           1,119           5,549  

 Kasamanda              831           4,217  

 Malama              227              981  

 Mnkhanya           2,285          11,324  

 Mphomwa              175           1,031  

 Msoro              168              917  

 Ncheka              865           4,399  

 Ndima           1,184           5,862  

 Nsefu              964           4,336  

 total           9,574          47,376  

   

 Nyimba (x)    

 Chamilala              754           3,699  

 Chinambi           1,099           6,082  

 Chinsumbwe              271           1,388  

 Chiweza           1,152           6,424  

 Kaliwe           1,123           5,967  

 Katipa              348           1,750  

 Luangwa              423           2,390  

 Lwezi           1,429           7,490  

 Mombe              857           4,111  

 Ngozi           2,205          11,832  

 Nyimba           1,231           7,274  

 Vizimunda           2,307          12,018  

 total          13,199          70,425  

   

 Msanzala    

 Chasangu           2,258          11,473  
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 Lusangazi              431           2,233  

 Mateyo Mzeka           1,544           7,485  

 Mawanda           1,631           7,686  

 Nyakwawise           1,655           8,862  

 Singozi           1,618           7,926  

 total           9,137          45,665  

   

   

 (x) only some parts of the district are located within the Luangwa valley  



Appendix III.   
Election results for the Luangwa Valley 
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http://www.zawa.org.zm/cbnrm.htm
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